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Regents of the University of California v. Bakke (1978)
Comparing the University of California at Davis’ Admissions Program to Harvard’s

At the time the Supreme Court found UC-Davis’ medical school admission process
unconstitutional, Harvard College’s admission process was congratulated for ensuring diversity in
a nondiscriminatory manner.

Read the excerpt of Harvard’s admission policy provided and complete the Venn Diagram
below.

Characteristics of Harvard’s
admissions program

Characteristics of UC’s medical
school admissions program

Characteristics of BOTH
programs

An the excerpt from Harvard’s admissions policy reads: “Contemporary conditions in the United States mean that if
Harvard College is to continue to offer a first-rate education to its students, minority representation in the undergraduate
student body cannot be ignored by the Committee on Admissions.”

Do you agree or disagree with this statement? Explain.

After comparing Harvard’s admissions program to UC’s, do you think the Supreme Court of the United States
would find Harvard’s program constitutional or not? Explain your answer below.


